■ Q O B E R T W IL L IA M F R E D E R IC K H A R R IS O N was born
on 17 February 1858 at 11 St James's Square, the house of the London Library of which his father, Robert Harrison, was librarian from 1857 to 1893.
After the usual preparatory education he was sent to Westminster School in January 1871 where he remained until December 1873. There he made many friendships, some of which lasted the whole of his life and several of his school friends later rose to distinction in the Church and the Law.
O n leaving Westminster his father sent him to Germany to study foreign languages and he was placed under the care of an old pastor who received several English boys and who lived in a remote village in the valley of the Lahn, not far from the small country town of Wetzlar. Here he acquired a good command of the German language and, young as he was, an understanding of German character which stood him in good stead in after years when he had to deal with many foreigners.
O n his return to England he entered King's College, London, devoting his attention chiefly to physics and chemistry, in both of which he took a keen interest and showed considerable talent; after finishing his course, he gave lectures in these subjects at a ladies' school. Soon after this he obtained a post at Kew Observatory where his principal work was that of cloud photography.
A bout this time it happened that Lord Cathcart, of Crimean fame, required someone to assist him in preparing his memoirs for publication. He consulted the librarian of the London Library, who suggested his son and so the matter was settled. This proved a most satisfactory transaction and may be said to form the real beginning of young Harrison's career. He was well-read, of charming manners and took great interest in the work. The book was finished to the satis faction of its author, who was so pleased with his assistant that he Meanwhile the London Library had grown to an extent requiring the whole of the house in St James's Square and the Harrison family had moved to St Charles Square in Notting Hill. This proved too far out for young Harrison, whose new appointment made far greater demands upon his time than hitherto, and he took rooms in Beaumont Street, Portland Place, where he found the privacy and quietude necessary for confidential work after official hours. Here too he could meet and entertain his friends, of whom he was now gathering an increasing number.
His new chief found him all that could be desired; his keen perception and ready understanding of his duties made intercourse easy and he never spared himself in his work.
Harrison's first contact with the Royal Society took place in 1881 when preparations were being made for observation of the transit of Venus which would occur in the following year. A committee was appointed by the Royal Society to advise the Admiralty and the Treasury regarding the conduct of these observations, and the Govern/ ment set up an Executive Committee to carry out the recommendations of the Society's committee. Harrison was appointed secretary of the Government committee and in the course of his work, which he carried out most successfully, made many lasting friends among the Fellows of the Royal Society.
Subsequently Lord Carnarvon asked him to become private tutor to his son, Lord Porchester, whom he had just removed from Eton. The appointment was accepted and tutor and pupil were installed in a small house by the side of the lake in the park of Highclere Castle. After some time Harrison took his pupil for a tour in Germany and, on their return to England, Lord Porchester went up to Trinity College, Cambridge, when Harrison's engagement was terminated.
He had chosen the law as a profession and now entered the Inner Temple. In due time he was called to the Bar and, though he never practised, he did a good deal of ' deviling ' which gained him much useful legal experience. During this period too he was engaged upon literary work and made several contributions to the Dictionary of National B i o g r a p h y , then in the course of publication.
In 1878 the City Companies, with a view to improving the status of scientific and technical education, had founded the City and Guilds of London Institute. This comprised the Finsbury College for general technical education; the Central Institution at South Kensington for advanced training in chemistry, engineering, mathe' matics and physics; and the South London School of A rt. Being unhampered by financial considerations, the City Companies sought the best teachers and, on the advice of the Royal Society, Silvanus Thompson was made Head of the Finsbury College, whilst the departments of chemistry, engineering, mathematics and physics at South Kensington were placed respectively in the charge of Henry Armstrong, William U nw in, Olaus Henrici and W illiam Ayrton. In 1886 Harrison applied for and was appointed to the vacancy caused by the death of the Registrar of the Central Institution. His own scientific training enabled him to understand the needs of the students, and his former dealings with the Royal Society made contact easy with the professors, who soon found that he was no mere official but one with whom they could enjoy friendly relations. A year later the City Companies, appreciating Harrison's ability as an administrator, promoted him to the position of Secretary to the Executive Committee of the Institute. The work involved here was of a varied and extensive nature and he began wisely by visiting each of the institutions embodied in the City and Guilds and making himself acquainted with their personnel and methods of work. He thus obtained a thorough know ' ledge of the whole organization which proved of great assistance in his administrative duties. In 1890 he resigned the secretaryship, much to the regret of the Executive Committee which passed a resolution expressing its high appreciation of his work and presented him with a testimonial of a hundred guineas.
During his service with the City and Guilds, Harrison had married on 30 July 1887 Bertha, daughter of M. Young of Send, Surrey, whose friendship with his younger sister, May Harrison, dated from their school days at Queen's College in Harley Street.
Whilst at South Kensington Harrison had become on very
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friendly terms with John Sparkes, the Director of the South London A rt School, who urged him, on resigning from the City and Guilds, to apply for the secretaryship of the A rt U nion of L o ndon; this he did and was duly appointed in 1890. This organization was engaged in the reproduction of engravings and etchings of well-known pictures for its subscribers and Harrison did some excellent work in the cause of art, for which he was well fitted by nature and inheritance as several members of his family had been artists of some distinction. Throughout this time he never lost touch with his friends at the Royal Society and in 1895 Herbert Rix, then Assistant Secretary, told Harrison that he intended to retire in the following year and advised him to apply for the post when the time came. Harrison did so and, from a total of eightyTour applicants, was one of six selected for interview. He was appointed to the Assistant Secretaryship on 16 January 1896 and thus began his twenty Tour years of service with the Society. He now had to live over his work and he and his wife moved into the flat on the top floor of Burlington House, which the Society had generously made very comfortable for them. The Officers at this time were Lord Lister (President), Sir John Evans (Treasurer), Sir Michael Foster and Lord Rayleigh (Secretaries); Sir Michael formed a close friendship with the Harrisons which lasted until the former's death in 1907.
The first thing Harrison did on his appointment was to ascertain the manner in which the business of the Society was conducted and the cost of administration. For this purpose he carefully examined the accounts for some years past and found the whole system inadequate to the status and dignity of the Society. He therefore set to work, with the approval of the Officers, and planned a fresh organization calculated to bring the work of the Society into line with modern requirements. Among his innovations were the publication of a
Year B o o k
, first issued in 1897, and the revision of the whole machinery for dealing with papers communicated to the Society for publication. He also turned his attention to the question of the staff, which he found insufficient to carry out properly the work of the office. This work was inadequately classified and performed by laborious and old' fashioned methods, resulting in a consequent slowing'Up of the ii 7 Society's business. A ll this he set himself to remedy and by degrees was able to increase the staff, to improve the holidays and to lighten labour by the introduction of typewriters and by other means. He was a man who expected and appreciated good work by his subordinates and those showing any special talent could be sure of recognition and reward. The staff on its part respected and liked him and was duly grateful for the amenities he was able to introduce. A t this date the whole building was lighted by gas, left on the by/pass during daytime, with the result that the atmosphere was stuffy and people did not feel well. He obtained authority for electric lighting to be installed, whereupon both the atmosphere and the health of the staff were greatly improved. In all his efforts at modernization Harrison enjoyed the strong support of the Officers and in particular of Sir Michael Foster, whose great part in the progress of the Royal Society at the end of the nineteenth century is too well known to need repetition here.
The Society had, at the time of Harrison's appointment, some thirty committees dealing with various subjects and from time to time further committees were appointed to consider questions referred to the Society by one or other of the Departments of State. O n the outbreak of hostilities in 1914, additional committees were formed to deal with matters related to the scientific conduct of the war and these added considerably to the weight of Harrison's duties.
In the summer of 1912 the Royal Society celebrated the two hundred and fiftieth anniversary of its foundation. A n extensive programme was arranged to mark this event and invitations were sent to universities, academies and scientific societies throughout the world. The preparatory work of organization was commenced some twelve months beforehand and Harrison had full scope for the exercise of his peculiar flair for administration. The festivities arranged included two garden parties, one given by the King and Queen at Windsor and the other by the Duke and Duchess of Northumberland at Sion House, a banquet at Guildhall, a commemorative service in Westminster Abbey and a conversazione in the Society's apartments, as well as a number of smaller functions. Various special committees were set up to deal with hospitality to and entertainment of the foreign delegates and their work was carried on through the Society's office.
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A n enormous amount of extra work was thrown upon the Assistant Secretary and the office staff (then much smaller than at present) and it was due in no small measure to Harrison's wise foresight and great ability that the celebrations were carried to so successful a conclusion.
Concurrently with these events, a third edition of the Record o f the Royal Society and a volume containing in facsimile the signatures in the Charter Book were prepared and sent to press. Harrison himself felt that the year 1912 marked the peak of his period of service to the Society, though during the ensuing war years the expansion of the Society's activities in the national effort and the coincident reduction in staff threw a heavy burden of responsibility upon his shoulders.
He had formerly been a member of the Inns of Court Volunteers and he now joined a searchlight crew under the Royal Naval A ir Service and was posted to the searchlight on the gateway at Hyde Park Corner where he took duty several nights each week.
The increase in the work of the Society occasioned by the war demanded additional office accommodation and in 1916 the Harrisons vacated their flat on the top floor and removed to Crawley in Sussex whence he travelled to and from London every day. A t the same time he was elected a member of the Arts C lub in order that a room in which to spend the night nearer his work might be available as occasion required. This travelling, added to the heavy work caused by war needs and a shortage of staff, began to tell on Harrison and by 1919 his health had become very poor. He was advised by his doctor that he should retire from his official duties and this he did at the end of the year, his resignation being dated from 31 March 1920. In accepting his resignation the Council of the Royal Society passed a resolution placing on record its ' high appreciation of the great ability, conspicuous zeal and devotion to the interests of the Society exhibited by him throughout his tenure of office, which exceeded in length that of any of his predecessors.'
Harrison and his wife then went abroad and spent several months in Italy where the climate and the rest from his duties helped to restore him to better health. O n returning to England he decided, at the suggestion of his old friends Sir John and Lady Thornycroft, to settle in the Isle of Wight and shortly afterwards rented a small house pleasantly situated in Godshill Park, where he spent the remaining twenty^five years of his life.
Harrison was a man of varied interests and many attainments. In his first year at Westminster he won all the events for which he had entered in the school sports and carried away six prizes. Later on, as a member of the London Athletic C lub, he gained other successes on the running track. He was also an excellent oarsman and swimmer whilst still at Westminster, and his love of the water led him in after life to turn to yachting as his principal diversion. In this he found relaxation from official cares and owned successively two boats, the Rosemary and the F i d e l i t y, which afforded him many happy days sailing in the waters of the Solent and around the Isle of W ight. The latter of these two boats had originally been a Poole fishing smack but, with his usual energy, he set about converting her into a comfortable cabin cruiser; the work of deckingdn and equipping her was per^ formed largely with his own hands and for this purpose his ability at carpentry served him well. He was a member of the Solent Yacht C lub at Yarmouth, Isle of Wight. Harrison and his wife were among the early cycling enthusiasts and made many tours on their tandem bicycle in England and Wales, including one on their honeymoon. Mountaineering, too, claimed his attention, stimulated no doubt by some climbing he had done in the Lake District in his early youth. In later life he spent many long summer vacations in remote Austrian valleys, far from the beaten track of the tourists, climbing littleAnown peaks and living among the peasants there. He was elected to the German and Austrian Alpine Club, among the members of which he made many intimate friends. O n one holiday in Switzerland he made the ascent of the Aletschhorn (4,182 metres). After his retirement, however, mountaineering had to give place to advancing years, though he could still sail a boat and use his cycle which he continued to do until a short time before his death.
Another marked characteristic of Harrison's was his love of music. He was himself an accomplished violinist and during his residence at Burlington House was in the habit of giving delightful evening musical parties. O n these occasions he would play the violin in a string quartet which he had formed from among his friends-a type of entertainment now unfortunately almost extinct. He was the author of the article on the violin in the Encyclopaedia Britannica ( n t h edition), as well as that on The Royal Society.
His death took place on 15 July 1945 in his eighty^eighth year at Godshill where he was buried, leaving a widow but no family.
Members of the Society's staff who served under Harrison and are still in the Society's service would like to take this occasion to pay grateful and affectionate tribute to his memory. P. D. R.
